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Yes, Your Time as a Parent Does Make a Difference
APRIL 1,2015
Justin Wolfers

The claim that parenting tfime doesn't matter is the bottom line of a single recent study by a feam of sociologists who suggest
that (11 ) with the time that parents spend with their children. It's essentially a nonfinding, in that they ( 12 ).

This nonfinding largely reflects the failure of the authors to ( 13 ). In particular, the study does not ( 14 ). Instead, it
measures how much time each parent spends with children on only two particular days — one a weekday and the other a weekend day.

The result is that whether you are ( 15 ) depends largely on which days of the week you happened fo be surveyed. For
instance, I began this week by taking a couple of days off to travel with the children to Disney World. A survey asking about Sunday
or Monday would categorize me as ( 16 ). But today, I'm back at work and am unlikely to see them until late. And so a survey asking
instead about today would categorize me as ( 17 ). The reality is that they ( 18 ).

It is no surprise that a measure that does such ( 19 ) my children's outcomes.

Trying to get a sense of the time you spend parenting from a single day's diary is a bit like ( 20 ). If yesterday was payday,
you look rich, but if it's not, you would be reported as dead broke. You get a clearer picture only by looking at your income — or your

parenting time — over a more meaningful period.
(264 words)
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(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)
(h)
(i)

()

(k)
Q)

a poor job in capturing my parenting input would be barely related to

a very intense parent who spent every waking moment engated with my children
accurately measure parental input

an absentee parent

categorized as an intensive or a distant parent

child outcomes are barely correlated

eliminated the bias tfowards those living in Orlando, Florida

failed to find correlations that could be reliably detected from a random sampling
measure how much time paretns typicaly spend with their children

neither is accurate

tryint to measure your income from a single day

without relying on misleading research
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(9)
(h)
(b)
(d)

(i)
(a)
(f)
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(k)
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categorized as an intensive or a distant parent

eliminated the bias towards those living in Orlando, Florida

failed to find correlations that could be reliably detected from a random sampling

a very intense parent who spent every waking moment engated with my children

an absentee parent

accurately measure parental input

measure how much time paretns typicaly spend with their children

a poor job in capturing my parenting input would be barely related to

child outcomes are barely correlated

neither is accurate

tryint to measure your income from a single day = Eh&E- B LE

without relying on misleading research = M2 (EIE) 9-M1(ES8) 8-ChE



@ BEGEONSBRESD!

The claim that parenting time doesn't matter is the bottom line of a single
recent study by a feam of sociologists who suggest that ( 11 ) with the time that

parents spend with their children. It's essentially a nonfinding, in that they
( 12 ).

(11) suggest MEMEEICA S that FIRDIT with EERKITS = a/f/
(12) they (CHiEE] = c/g/h/i



This nonfinding largely reflects the failure of the authors to ( 13 ). In
particular, the study does not ( 14 ). Instead, it measures how much time each
parent spends with children on only two particular days — one a weekday and the

other a weekend day.

(13) to DWICSDBFDFERE = c/i
(14) does not ICHR<ENEDIEE = c/i

(c) accurately measure parental input
(i) measure how much time paretns typicaly spend with their children



The result is that whether you are ( 15 ) depends largely on which days of
the week you happened to be surveyed. For instance, I began this week by taking a
couple of days off to travel with the children to Disney World. A survey asking
about Sunday or Monday would categorize me as ( 16 ). But today, I'm -

WeRRIGHECRURIREIOISEERERMMURRINGHE. /nd so o survey asking instead about

today would categorize me - The redlity is that ( 18 ).

(15) are DHRICSDICHEED p.p. = e

(16) as (CHR< &5 = b/d
(17) as (CHR< &5 = b/d
(18)  that ICHCK S a/f/]

(b) avery intense parent who spent every waking moment engated with my children

(d) an absentee parent



It is no surprise that a measure that does such ( 19 ) my children's
outcomes.

Trying to get a sense of the time you spend parenting from a single day's diary
is a bit like ( 20 ). If yesterday was payday, you look rich, but if it's not, you
would be reported as dead broke. You get a clearer picture only by looking at your

income — or your parenting time — over a more meaningful period.

(19) such DT {5 - T D a measure ZEFEICL f=EhET = a
(20) like (c#ii< 445 = k



The claim that parenting time doesn't matter is the bottom line of a single
recent study by a feam of sociologists who suggest that ( 11 ) with the time that
parents spend with their children. It's essentially a nonfinding, in that they
( 12 ).

(11)  suggest QENEAD that WX with tERTs = [/ ¢/|
(12)  theytcimsE = §/q/n/]
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(f) child outcomes are barely correlated
(9) eliminated the bias towards those living in Orlando, Florida

(h) failed to find correlations that could be reliably detected from a random sampling



